Articles published in the Promising Young Investigators category will highlight outstanding early-career scientists who are on an unmistakably upward trajectory that promises to continue, so that one day they may become leaders in their field. Because of the limited track record, it is possible that some of these individuals may not live up to their promise. Nevertheless, this is a risk worth taking because encouraging young investigators is of the utmost importance. As in the previous 2 categories, Promising Young Investigators will be written in the format of an interview that will focus on the personal aspects of the investigators rather than on their research. Topics for discussion will be things that are not easily found anywhere else in the scientific literature, questions such as What drives these people? How did they overcome difficulties? Why did they choose their career path? Which habits underlie their success? How do they handle frustrations? What advice do they have for others? What do they consider to be the major impediments to investigators in this phase of their career? And so on.
The focus of Promising Young Investigators on scholars in the early stage of their scientific voyage is yet another manifestation of the steadfast commitment of both Circulation Research and the American Heart Association to supporting this crucial segment of the cardiovascular scientific community, which represents our future. It is my hope that in addition to providing further motivation and encouragement to the honorees, articles published in the Promising Young Investigators category will also inspire trainees and beginning investigators who contemplate a career in cardiovascular research.
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